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The Stakes are Being Raised… 

 The end of the current test is in sight 
 The new test is rumored to be harder 
 Students who haven’t passed all five subjects 

of the current test when the new test is 
released will have to start from scratch 

 How can GED prep programs increase their 
pass rates NOW? 



Official Practice Tests (print and software) 

 This session will focus on the GED Official 
Practice tests and how to utilize them to 
identify knowledge gaps, prescribe 
instruction, target areas of most difficulty, and 
determine readiness to pass GED Tests 



GED Prep – the Process  

 Diagnose 
 Prescribe 
 Instruct 
 Practice (test) 
 Repeat (as necessary) 
 PASS 



GED Official Practice Tests (OPT) 

 All 5 subject areas 
 

 7 Different versions 
(forms PA – PG) 
 

 ½-length GED Test 
 

 Software and Print 
versions 



Why the GED OPT works! 

 OPT questions are developed by the GED 
Testing Service to the same specifications as 
the actual GED Tests. 

 OPT questions are reviewed and pre-tested 
with a norming group at the same time as the 
GED Test. 

 OPT scores are based on the same standard 
score scale as the GED Test. 



Benefits of the GED OPT 

 Identifies what areas need study  
 Increases realistic expectations  
 Good practice as format is the same as “real” 

GED Test 
 Ensures less retesting 
 Confidence builder, anxiety reducer 
 Most reliable predictor of success 

 



  OPT Software 

 Includes all 7 versions of the OPT, forms PA – PG 
 

 Use as diagnostic to determine individualized focus of 
instruction. 
 

 Provides immediate feedback on score, analysis 
 

 Track students’ progress as they move through the 
program – program accountability 
 

 Save time, save staffing resources 
 

 Introduce students to Computer Based Testing 
 



     OPT Software 

 Administrative Program 
– Set up classes 
– Add Students 
– Assign Tests 
– Run Reports 

 Student Program 
– Student takes assigned tests 
– Can run their own reports to display prescriptions, 

summary profile 
 



Using Your OPT Software 

 Give all subjects – may be able to skip 
instructional component of some subject 
areas if scores are high enough 

 Have student start with best subject 
 Take in Untimed mode for diagnostic 
 Do interim progress checks and make 

adjustments to instruction as needed 



OPT – Performance Summary 

 



OPT – Summary Profile 

 



OPT – Item Analysis 

 



OPT – Prescription Report 

 



OPT Print  

 Test forms are sold in 5-packs of single form or in 
Class Pack 

 Answer Keys are in Administrator’s Manual 
 Can hand score or feed answers into OPT software 

for score, analysis, prescriptions 
 Must follow instructions on administering for test to 

be valid predictor (time constraints, allowable 
materials, etc.) 



OPT Software vs. Print 

 Both offer the same content, look of GED tests 
 

 Software for quickest score, analysis, 
prescription 
– Best for initial diagnostic and progress checks 

 

 Print for most authentic testing experience and 
preparation for taking the actual GED test 
– Best (essential!) for taking prior to taking the GED 

tests 



Official          Practice Tests 
Administrator’s Manual 

An Invaluable Tool at Your Fingertips! 
 Overview of the GED Tests 
 How to administer the OPT and interpret the 

test scores 
 Answer Keys 
 Sample Test Questions 
 Sample Scored Essays 
 And much, much more! 



You’ve got the score, now what? 

Because of possible variations between OPT scores 
and the full-length GED Tests, students should: 

• Strive for scores above the minimum passing 
requirements for the actual GED Tests. 

• Plan to earn an average 450 – 500 points per test on 
the OPT to ensure that they have the necessary 
skills to be successful on the full-length tests. 

• Continue their GED preparation program if they 
score below 450 on any test. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the Official GED Practice Tests have been developed as highly reliable and valid tests, there can be a slight variation between the score a student receives on the practice tests and the full-length GED Tests.Because of this possible variation, students should score consistently above the established passing score for the full-length tests.It is recommended that students score an average 475 – 500 points per test on the OPT, this will ensure that they have the necessary skills to take the Official GED Tests.



Coming Soon… 



Important GED Contacts 

 www.GEDtest.org/thecommunity - The 
Community, the only newsletter for GED 
testing professionals and adult educators 
offered by GED Testing Service®!  
 

 www.gedtest.org – The Official website for 
GED Testing 

http://click.bsftransmit1.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=0xAR3p4pdtu4vs4JaFyljJ7MDIe%2bVAB5BpTRo6klo0Y%3d&digest=06KI6E%2bmO8Qsu%2ffJgX2ZbA
http://www.gedtest.org/


For More Info… 

Renee Clark 
866-365-7554 (office) 
650-520-4345 (cell) 
Renee.clark@hmhpub.com 
 
 
For more information about all our Adult Education 

materials: 
www.steck-vaughn.com/AdultEd  
 

mailto:Renee.clark@hmhpub.com
http://www.steck-vaughn.com/AdultEd
http://www.steck-vaughn.com/AdultEd
http://www.steck-vaughn.com/AdultEd
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